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oblation and obeisance (Svaha) to the Kshetrapalas and so on
(58—-59)* After having performed the rite of Ackaman (rite
of rinsing the mouth with water) the investor of the thread,
should proceed on with the Homa ceremony supposed to
remedy all defects that might have lurked in the perform-
ance of the same; and the final oblations should be cast
into the sacrificial fire, as Om Bhu Svaha, Om Bhuba,
Svaha, etc., after which the fire should be made secure as
it were in the receptacle, and the four oblations should be
cast into the same as follows—Om, oblation to the fire-god
with obeisance, Om oblation to Soma with obeisance,
Or.: oblation to Soma and the fire god with obeisance, and
las Jy as Om oblation with obeisance to the fire god, who is
the creator of the sacrifice (60—61), Tlien the union
should be brought about of the gods respectively located
in the mystic diagram and the sacrificial fire receptacle.
Then the holy thread should be kept in a vessel made of
bamboo and consecrated with the Astra, Hridaya, and the
Kala mantras; and the Hrid, armour and weapon mantras
should be located therein together with the mantra of
armour, and worshipped with the six essential articles
of worship by repeating the Pranava mantra Om. Then the
vessel containing the holy thread should be girdled with
strings of thread, and the worshipper in a spirit of humble
devotion should dedicate the same to the lord of the
universe for safe custody (62—65), Subsequent to that he
should make gifts of two theological works, and place the
holy thread at the feet of the preceptor, in a spirit of contrite
supplication (66)* After that he should come out of the
room and perform the rite of Achaman and worship in the
three mystic diagrams cleansed with a solution of cow-dung,
the composition known as the Panchagavya, the sacrificial
porridge, and the sticks for cleansing the teeth* Then
having again rinsed the mouth with water and kept up a
vigil with songs and hymns up to a very late hour in

